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«Политическая система США»
Прочитайте 2 текста о политической системе США, ответьте на вопросы после 2 текста и выполните тестовые задания. Подготовить сообщение о национальных символах США
Who rules America?
(about the political system of America)
As you know the colonies in America won the Revolutionary War (the War of Independence 1775-1783). After that they became free and independent states, but they had a problem: they needed one strong national government. That’s why in the year 1787 all the states sent their representatives to Philadelphia where they wrote the Constitution.
The Constitution is the highest law in the United States which describes the powers of the national government and the powers of the state governments.
The US government is like a tree with a strong trunk and three branches. The trunk is the people. It holds up the tree. People choose the men who make American laws.
The first branch on the tree of government is the Congress. The Congress is a meeting of representatives from all the states. The people elect those representatives. The Congress makes the laws that everybody must obey. The Congress meets in the US Capitol in Washington, D.C. The Congress is divided into two parts, the Senate and the House of Representatives. Every state, no matter how large or small, sends to people to the Senate. These people are called senators. There are one hundred senators in the Senate. A senator’s term is six years. Each state also sends people to the House of Representatives. They are called congressmen. The number of congressmen from each state depends on the number of people who live in the state. The larger states have more congressmen than the small states. All in all there are 435 congressmen in the House of Representatives. A representative’s term is two years. The Constitution give many powers to the Congress. One important power of the Congress is a power to declare war.
The second branch of government is the President and his helpers. They carry out the laws that the Congress makes. The President signs bills and then they become law. The Vice President and members of the Cabinet help the President to make decisions. The US President is Commander in Chief of the country’s armed forces. A person who wants to become President must be born in the United States, must be at least 35 years old and must live in the United States for at least 14 years before becoming President. The President’s term is four years and one can be President for one or two terms, but not longer. Americans vote for the President in November of every leap year.
The third branch of government is the Supreme Court. It is made up of nine judges – the most important judges in the land. They have to make sure that the President and the Congress follow the Constitution. They decide what the Constitution and the laws passed by the Congress mean when there is an argument about their meaning. The judges work in the Supreme Court as long as they live.
Americans are very proud of their Constitution. It was written more than 200 years ago and it is still working. But the people of the United States can change the Constitution. Changes in the Constitution are called amendments. There are 26 amendments to the Constitution. The first ten amendments are called the Bill of Rights. They were made in 1791. The Bill of Rights guarantees to people of the USA such important rights and freedoms as freedom of press, freedom of religion, the right to go to court, have a lawyer, and some others. Soon after the Civil War (1861-1865) there were three important amendments. The 13th amendment ended slavery, the 14th amendment made all Black people citizens of the United States, the 15th amendment gave Blacks the right to vote (long ago, only white men who were over 21 years of age and owned property could vote in the United States). In 1920, the 19th amendment gave women the right to vote. In 1971, the 26th amendment gave people 18 years and older the right to vote.
* * *
Test on the Political System of the USA
4. The War of Independence began in … .
1. 1775
2. 1785
3. 1875
5. The War of Independence ended in …
1. 1780
2. 1783
3. 1873
6. The Constitution was written in … .
1. New York
2. Washington
3. Philadelphia
7. There are … judges in the US Supreme Court.
1. nine
2. eleven
3. thirteen
8. The Civil War lasted … years.
1. three
2. four
3. five
9. The first ten amendments to the Constitution are called … .
1. the Bill of Citizens
2. the Bill of Freedoms
3. the Bill of Rights
Mind the articles & the stress in the words:

· the Senate [‘senɪt] — Сенат
· the House of Representatives [ˌreprɪ’zentətɪv] — Палата представителей
· the Capitol [‘kæpɪt(ə)l] — Капитолий
· the White House – Белый дом
· the Supreme Court [s(j)uː’priːm] — Верховный суд
· But__ Congress — Конгресс
The Political System of the USA (основная информация)
1. The president is the head of state.
2. The head of state in the USA (the president) has the real power. For example, he is Commander-in- Chief of the armed forces (Главнокомандующий ВС), he makes treaties (ведет переговоры) and appoints ambassadors (назначает послов), can veto laws.
3. Congress and the Supreme Court control the president’s power.
4. The legislative power in the USA belongs to Congress, consisting of the Senate [`senit] and the House of Representatives (two senators for each state (100 in total).
5. The executive power belongs to the President, the Vice-President and the Cabinet.
6. The President, the Head of the executive branch, is elected for a four-year term.
7. In the USA each state has its own constitution (50 states and the District of Columbia).
8. The American Bill of Rights, passed in 1791, forms the first ten amendments to the Constitution of the USA.
9. Congres sits in the Capitol.
10. The White House is the president’s residence.
11. There are two main political parties in the USA: the Democratic and the Republican.
Questions:
1. Do you think that the role of the President in the USA is ceremonial like the Queen in Great Britain?
2. Who is the head of the executive branch in the USA? In Britain?
* * *
Test on the Political System of the USA
1. In America , the _________________ is the Head of State.
1. Congress
2. Parliament
3. President
2. The President of the United States is_______________ every four years.
1. examined
2. elected
3. changed
3. The President makes the most important decisions and chooses the members of his ________.
1. council
2. court
3. cabinet
4. In other words, the President ______________the heads of the most important departments in the Administration.
1. appoints
2. delays
3. opposes
5. The president __________the United States on official occasions.
1. controls
2. declares
3. represents
6. The President cannot act without the Senate’s __________
1. approval
2. appointment
3. opposition
7. Congress is the_____________ branch of the federal government.
1. democratic
2. political
3. legislative
8. The President’s policies must be approved by the House of Representatives and the Senate before they become ________________
1. constitution
2. law
3. democracy

