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Прочитать тексты о праздниках и традициях в США и Великобритании. Сделать календарь праздников США. Подготовить сообщение об одной из традиций англоговорящей страны.
ТЕХТ1
Holidays in the US
Federal holiday in the US is а day when workers have а paid day-off from their jobs. There are some holidays that are not federal holidays but are very popular holidays to celebrate.
January
The first day of January is New Year's Day. People in the US sometimes spend this day watching college football games and parades. On the third Monday in January, Americans celebrate Martin Luther Кing's birthday. Martin Luther King taught people to use peaceful demonstrations
to change laws, instead of violence. Many laws were changed because of his work.
February
February 14th is Saint Valentine's Day. In the US today people send cards called valentines, flowers, chocolates or small gifts to their friends. 
Presidents' Day (Birthdays of George Washington and Abraham Lincoln) is celebrated оп the Зrd Monday of February. Americans call George Washington "the father of the country". Не was elected the first president.
Abraham Lincoln was the 16th president. Lincoln gave Negro slaves freedom with the Emancipation Proclamation.
March
March 17th is St. Patrick's Day. This holiday comes from Ireland because St. Patrick was the lrish saint. Many people celebrate this holiday bу wearing green clothes in honor of St. Patrick. Some people even drink green beer!
April
Easter is а Christian holiday that is celebrated on а Sunday between March 22nd and April25th. Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the US, people attend religious services and family picnics.
[bookmark: 0075]Мау
Mother's Day оп the second Sunday in Мау is а holiday to remember mothers with cards, flowers and presents.
June
Flag Day оn June 14th is the anniversary of the adoption of the American flag in 1777.
The third Sunday in June is Father's Day in the United States. This is а day when people remember their fathers with presents and cards.
July
The Fourth of July is а very important holiday in the US Americans celebrate the independence of the thirteen American colonies from Great Britain and signing of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. This holiday is the "birthday of the United States of America".
Americans celebrate this day with fireworks and parades.
August
In August there are по holidays to celebrate. Many families go оп vacation or have picnics or go to the beach.
September
Labor Day, celebrated оп the first Monday in September honors all working people in the US and Canada.
October
The 2nd Monday of October is Columbus Day, celebrating the historic trip of Christopher Columbus to the Americas in 1492. Columbus was Italian and this holiday is especially important to Italian-Americans. October 31st is Halloween. Children in costumes go from house to house saying "trick or treat". The treat is usually а candy and tricks are rarely done. Аsymbol of Halloween is the jack-o-lantern, which is made of а pumpkin.
November
Thanksgiving Day is the 4th Thursday in November. Оп this day Americans remember how the Indians helped the Pilgrims bу teaching them how to farm and hunt. Оп this day, they give thanks for their food, their country, and their families.
December
December 25th is Christmas . Many people decorate their houses with Christmas trees and lights and give presents to each other. Children hang stockings for Santa Claus to fill with gifts.
As you сап see the US is а country of many holidays!

Customs and Traditions in Great Britain
Some English customs and traditions are famous all over the world. Bowler hats, tea and talking about the weather, for example. From Scotland to Cornwall, the United Kingdom is full of customs and traditions. Here are some of them.
St. Valentine's is the saint of people in love, and St. Valentine's day is February, 14. On that day, people send valentine cards and presents to their husbands, wives, boyfriends and girlfriends. You can also send a card to a person you don't know. But traditionally you must never write your name on it. Some British newspapers have apage for Valentine's Day messageson February 14th
April, 1 is April Fool's Dayin Great Britain. This is a very old tradition from the Middle Ages.At that time servants were masters for one day of the year. Now April Fool's Day is different. It's aday for jokes and tricks.
May, 1was an important day in the Middle Ages. In the very early morning young girls went to fields and washed their faces with dew.They believed this made them very beautiful for a year after that. Also on May Day young men of each village tried to win prizes with their bows and arrows, and people danced round the Maypole.
November, 5 is Guy Fawkes's Day. All over the country people build wood fires, or «bonfires»,in their gardens. On top of each bonfire is a guy, this is a figure of Guy Fawkes. On November, 5, 1665, Guy Fawkes tried to kill King James I. He and a group of his friends put a bomb under the Houses of Parliament in London. But the king's men found the bomb and Guy Fawkes. They took him to the Tower of London, where his head was cut off. Before November 5, children use guys to make money. They stand in the street and shout: «Penny for the guy».
 
- to be famous all over the world – быть известным во всем мире
a bowler hat - котелок
to be full of customs and traditions – быть полным обычаев и традиций
- a saint - святой
to send valentine cards to smbd. – посылать валентинки кому-либо
a Valentine's Day messagе – послание Дня святого Валентина
- April Fool's Day – День смеха
the Middle Ages – средние века
a servant – слуга
a master – хозяин
a trick – проделка, проказа
- to wash one's face with dew – умывать лицо росой
to win a prizе – выиграть приз
to dance round the Maypole – танцевать вокруг майского шеста
- to build a bonfire – устроить костер
to put a bomb under smth. – заложить бомбу под что-либо
to cut somebody's head off – отрубить голову кому-либо
to use a guy to make money – использовать чучело, чтобы заработать денег

на 18.04
«Политическая система США»
[bookmark: _GoBack]Прочитайте 2 текста о политической системе США, ответьте на вопросы после 2 текста и выполните тестовые задания. 
Who rules America?
(about the political system of America)
As you know the colonies in America won the Revolutionary War (the War of Independence 1775-1783). After that they became free and independent states, but they had a problem: they needed one strong national government. That’s why in the year 1787 all the states sent their representatives to Philadelphia where they wrote the Constitution.
The Constitution is the highest law in the United States which describes the powers of the national government and the powers of the state governments.
The US government is like a tree with a strong trunk and three branches. The trunk is the people. It holds up the tree. People choose the men who make American laws.
The first branch on the tree of government is the Congress. The Congress is a meeting of representatives from all the states. The people elect those representatives. The Congress makes the laws that everybody must obey. The Congress meets in the US Capitol in Washington, D.C. The Congress is divided into two parts, the Senate and the House of Representatives. Every state, no matter how large or small, sends to people to the Senate. These people are called senators. There are one hundred senators in the Senate. A senator’s term is six years. Each state also sends people to the House of Representatives. They are called congressmen. The number of congressmen from each state depends on the number of people who live in the state. The larger states have more congressmen than the small states. All in all there are 435 congressmen in the House of Representatives. A representative’s term is two years. The Constitution give many powers to the Congress. One important power of the Congress is a power to declare war.
The second branch of government is the President and his helpers. They carry out the laws that the Congress makes. The President signs bills and then they become law. The Vice President and members of the Cabinet help the President to make decisions. The US President is Commander in Chief of the country’s armed forces. A person who wants to become President must be born in the United States, must be at least 35 years old and must live in the United States for at least 14 years before becoming President. The President’s term is four years and one can be President for one or two terms, but not longer. Americans vote for the President in November of every leap year.
The third branch of government is the Supreme Court. It is made up of nine judges – the most important judges in the land. They have to make sure that the President and the Congress follow the Constitution. They decide what the Constitution and the laws passed by the Congress mean when there is an argument about their meaning. The judges work in the Supreme Court as long as they live.
Americans are very proud of their Constitution. It was written more than 200 years ago and it is still working. But the people of the United States can change the Constitution. Changes in the Constitution are called amendments. There are 26 amendments to the Constitution. The first ten amendments are called the Bill of Rights. They were made in 1791. The Bill of Rights guarantees to people of the USA such important rights and freedoms as freedom of press, freedom of religion, the right to go to court, have a lawyer, and some others. Soon after the Civil War (1861-1865) there were three important amendments. The 13th amendment ended slavery, the 14th amendment made all Black people citizens of the United States, the 15th amendment gave Blacks the right to vote (long ago, only white men who were over 21 years of age and owned property could vote in the United States). In 1920, the 19th amendment gave women the right to vote. In 1971, the 26th amendment gave people 18 years and older the right to vote.
* * *
Test on the Political System of the USA
4. The War of Independence began in … .
1. 1775
2. 1785
3. 1875
5. The War of Independence ended in …
1. 1780
2. 1783
3. 1873
6. The Constitution was written in … .
1. New York
2. Washington
3. Philadelphia
7. There are … judges in the US Supreme Court.
1. nine
2. eleven
3. thirteen
8. The Civil War lasted … years.
1. three
2. four
3. five
9. The first ten amendments to the Constitution are called … .
1. the Bill of Citizens
2. the Bill of Freedoms
3. the Bill of Rights
Mind the articles & the stress in the words:

· the Senate [‘senɪt] — Сенат
· the House of Representatives [ˌreprɪ’zentətɪv] — Палата представителей
· the Capitol [‘kæpɪt(ə)l] — Капитолий
· the White House – Белый дом
· the Supreme Court [s(j)uː’priːm] — Верховный суд
· But__ Congress — Конгресс
The Political System of the USA (основная информация)
1. The president is the head of state.
2. The head of state in the USA (the president) has the real power. For example, he is Commander-in- Chief of the armed forces (Главнокомандующий ВС), he makes treaties (ведет переговоры) and appoints ambassadors (назначает послов), can veto laws.
3. Congress and the Supreme Court control the president’s power.
4. The legislative power in the USA belongs to Congress, consisting of the Senate [`senit] and the House of Representatives (two senators for each state (100 in total).
5. The executive power belongs to the President, the Vice-President and the Cabinet.
6. The President, the Head of the executive branch, is elected for a four-year term.
7. In the USA each state has its own constitution (50 states and the District of Columbia).
8. The American Bill of Rights, passed in 1791, forms the first ten amendments to the Constitution of the USA.
9. Congres sits in the Capitol.
10. The White House is the president’s residence.
11. There are two main political parties in the USA: the Democratic and the Republican.
Questions:
1. Do you think that the role of the President in the USA is ceremonial like the Queen in Great Britain?
2. Who is the head of the executive branch in the USA? In Britain?
* * *
Test on the Political System of the USA
1. In America , the _________________ is the Head of State.
1. Congress
2. Parliament
3. President
2. The President of the United States is_______________ every four years.
1. examined
2. elected
3. changed
3. The President makes the most important decisions and chooses the members of his ________.
1. council
2. court
3. cabinet
4. In other words, the President ______________the heads of the most important departments in the Administration.
1. appoints
2. delays
3. opposes
5. The president __________the United States on official occasions.
1. controls
2. declares
3. represents
6. The President cannot act without the Senate’s __________
1. approval
2. appointment
3. opposition
7. Congress is the_____________ branch of the federal government.
1. democratic
2. political
3. legislative
8. The President’s policies must be approved by the House of Representatives and the Senate before they become ________________
1. constitution
2. law
3. democracy


